
History Revision 

1. Nazi Consolidation of Power 

 

a. Nazi Control of the Population 

1. Terror 

a. The Gestapo would spy on and arrest enemies of the state. 

b. Concentration Camps were set up in which any enemies or “undesirables” 

were sent. People were scared of these so supported Nazism. 

c. Gestapo beat people up in the street to spread fear to everyone and show 

what would be done with them. 

d. 800, 000 Germans were imprisoned from 1933-1945. 

e. 500, 000 were executed by being shot in the neck. 

 

2. Propaganda 

a. Joseph Goebbels, Minister of Popular Enlightenment and Propaganda, was in 

charge of persuading public. 

b. Propaganda is the use of the media to aggressively promote one point of 

view. 

c. Types of Propaganda include- 

i. Art- Had to show heroic Germans 

ii. Loudspeakers- So people could here Nazi ideas 

iii. Radio- Cheap radios were made and they could not pick up foreign 

broadcasts 

iv. Jokes- In 1934, anti- Nazi stories and jokes were banned 

v. Music- Unacceptable music e.g. Jazz was banned 

vi. Films- Produced to show Jews in a negative light 

vii. Festivals and Celebrations- A new list of important days and holidays 

was produced 

viii. Newspapers- Most newspapers were bought by Nazis. Editors were 

told what to print 

ix. Olympics- 1936 Olympics used to showcase Nazi strength 

x. Books- 20, 000 books were burned in Berlin in 1933 

 

3. Enemies of the State-

i. Communists 

ii. Social Democrats 

iii. Jews 

iv. Trade Unionists 



v. Work Shy 

vi. Homosexuals 

vii. Gypsies 

viii. Radical Christian 

Organisations 

ix. Criticisers of the 

Nazi

b. Nazi Actions to Reduce Unemployment  

 During the election campaigns Hitler had promised to solve unemployment. This 

would prove to be a huge challenge. 

 

i. Public Work Schemes were increased. Workers built Schools, Hospitals 

and Roads. 

a. No Wages were paid but Workers received Food and Water. 

b. It became compulsory for men age 18 – 25 from 1935. They had to 

complete 6 months of work. 

ii. Women and Jews were forced out of their jobs and neither group was 

counted as unemployed. 

iii. Introduction of Conscription in 1935 saw the Army rise from 100, 000 to 

1.4 million. 

iv. Thousands of jobs were created by rearmament and other war industries. 

 

c. Nazi Policies towards the Jews 

 The Nazis believed in Social Darwinism (Survival of the Fittest) and he set out to 

destroy anyone who went against this. Hitler disliked Jewish wealth and the Nazis 

told people Jews were to blame for problems at the end of WWII.  

 

 Nazi Persecution of Jews- 

 

o April 1933- Boycott of Jewish shops introduced and Jews banned from 

Government jobs. 

o September 1933- Jews banned from owning land. 

o October 1933- Jews banned from key media jobs. 

o September 1935- Nuremburg Laws- 

 Jews deprived from political and economic life 

 Illegal for Jews and Aryans to marry or have sexual relations 

o May 1935- Jews banned from joining army 

o August 1936- Persecution eased off during 1936 Berlin Olympic Games 



o January 1937- Jews banned from key professions such as teaching, 

accountancy and dentistry 

o April 1938- Jews ordered to register all wealth and property 

o June 1938- Jews to register all businesses  

o July 1938- Jews to carry ID cards 

o September 1938- Jews banned from all legal practises 

o October 1938- Jews have their passports stamped with a ‘J’. Jews forced to 

use new names- Israel for men and Sarah for women 

o January 1939- Jews encouraged to immigrate from Germany. Hitler spoke of 

future annihilation  

o July 1939- Jews forbidden from holding Government jobs 

o Night of the Long Knives- 

 A Nazi diplomat was murdered by a Jew in Paris. 

 Over 400 synagogues and 7500 shops were destroyed. 91 Jews were 

killed. 

 Over 20 000 Jews were sent to Concentration Camps. Jews were fined 

1 Billion Marks for repair and damage and Jews were forced to clean 

up streets. 

 

d. Nazi Policies towards Youth Groups  

 Nazis wanted to train students that, “Individuals must be willing and ready to 

sacrifice themselves for Nation and Fuhrer” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Inside 
School 

Jewish teachers 
and unreliables 

dismisdded from 
post 

Encouraged 
teachers to join 

NSLB 

Nazified the 
curriculum- 

History, Biology, 
Geography and 

PE 

Prepared boys 
for military and 

Girls for 
Motherhood 

Special schools 
were opened for 

future leaders 
and high fliers 

Biology- 

Explained Nazi 

ideas on race 

Geography- 

Thought about 

land once part of 

Germany 



 

 

 

e. Nazi Policies towards Women  

 

Stay at Home Have More Babies Have Healthier Babies 

•Married women were 
excluded from the civil 
service. 
•Aryan women were given a 
marriage loan to stay at 
home – with each child it 
was reduced 25% (Law for 
the Encouragement of 
Marriage) 

•Divorce was made easier 
for childless couples. 
•Abortion was restricted as 
well as the use of birth 
control. 
•Medals were given to fertile 
women (Gold for 8 Children) 
•Generous welfare 
payments for Mothers. 

•Lebensraum programme 
(Spring of Life) in which 
Aryan SS Soldiers would 
impregnate young women. 
•Motherhood skills were 
taught by the Women’s 
Enterprise. 
•The Sterilisation Law of 
1933 resulted in 350 000 
women being neutered due 
to mental deficiency or 
hereditary disease. 

 

 Roles of Women in the Workplace- 

o Women were not expected to work in Nazi Germany. In Weimar there had 

been 100 000 female teachers, 3000 female doctors and 13 000 musicians. 

o Within in months of Nazism, many doctor and civil servants were sacked and 

this was followed by teachers and lawyers.  

o However, in 1937 a law was passed which meant women had to work a duty 

year. This meant they could go to work in a factory to help Nazis economic 

miracle.  

Kinder  

(Children) 

Kirche 

(Church) 

Kuche 

(Cooking) 

Outside of School 

Age Boys Organisations Girls Organisations 

6-10 Pimpfen (Cubs) ------ 

10-14 
Deutschee Jungvoik (Young German 

Folk) 
Jung Madel (Young Girls) 

14-18 Hitler Jugend (Hitler Youth) 
Bund Deutscher Model (League of German 

Girls) 

18-21 ------ Glaube und Schonheit (Faith and Beauty) 



o Women in Nazi Germany were discouraged from wearing modern clothing. 

Instead they were told to imitate the peasant style clothing of the past. 

o Make-up, dyed hair and smoking were all frowned upon.  

o Banned from senior positions in the Reichstag. 

 

 

 Promoting Motherhood- 

o August 12th had been the birthday of Hitler’s Mother. On this day every year 

the Motherhood Cross was awarded to women who had given birth to the 

largest number of children. 

 

 

2. Hitler’s Foreign Policy 

 

f. Overcoming the Treaty of Versailles  

 Expansion of the Armed Forces- 1933-1935 

o Up to 1935 Hitler had to act cautiously to avoid Anglo-French intervention. 

Growth of the German Army was steady but not noticeable. 

o The Navy began to construct new vessels. 

o Luftwaffe was set up in 1935 and rose to over 2500 aircraft. 

o Conscription was announced in 1935 but the Army was already at 400 000. 

 1935 Naval Agreement 

o Britain signed an agreement with Germany which allowed Germany’s fleet to 

be 35% of the size of the Royal Navy. 

o Success for Hitler as Germany’s Navy had only been 10% at the time. 

 

g. German Expansion through Europe  

 Rhineland- 

o In March 1936 German forces reoccupied the previously demilitarised 

Rhineland. Hitler was testing how the allies would react.  

o Sent 15 000 soldiers and 22 000 police. 

o Britain and France did not react to the invasion, one describing it as “The 

Germans are only going into their own backyard”. 

 Austria- 



o In early 1938 Hitler forced the Austrian Chancellor to appoint Nazis to his 

government.  

o The Chancellor held a plebiscite hoping people would vote against.  

o Hitler demanded the Chancellor resign, he agreed and was replaced by a 

National Socialist. 

o He ordered Hitler to send the German Army into Austria. With no one to 

oppose them they moved in 12th March. 

 The Sudetenland- 

o Hitler launched a propaganda campaign saying that 3 000, 000 Germans living 

in the Sudetenland were being mistreated.  

o Hitler met with Neville Chamberlain and demanded he be given the 

Sudetenland which was 50% German. Following appeasement France and 

Britain agreed and persuaded Czech to do this. 

o Negotiations broke down so Britain proposed a conference. 

o On 29th September 1938 the Munich Conference was held. Czech was not 

invited and their ally the Soviet Union excluded.  

o Conference agreed to give Hitler the area in return for promises of respect 

for Czech independence. 

 Czechoslovakia- 

o March 1939- Hitler forces Czech President to hand over the rest of his 

country. Hitler had now taken non-German land and Britain and France did 

little but protest. 

 Poland- 

o 1st September- Germany launch attack of Poland after signing the Nazi-Soviet 

Pact guaranteeing Russian help in taking over Poland.  

o Britain and France declare war on Germany on 3rd September. 

 The Fall of Europe- 

o April 1940: Hitler takes over Denmark and Norway. 

o May 1940: Germany invaded Holland, Belgium and France using Blitzrieg. 

 USSR- OPERATION BABAROSSA- 

o Hitler still wanted to defeat the Communists and get the ultimate Living 

Space. 

o 1940: Hitler planned for Invasion of Russia. 

o 22nd June 1941: Launch of the Invasion of Russia.  

o Ultimately his Invasion was his downfall. 


