
When all the other ranch hands go to town, Lennie, Candy and Crooks are left 

behind. Describe what each of these three does after the others leave and explain 

what they have in common that causes them to be left out. 

In Chapter Four all the men have left to go to town and further ‘Susy’s Place’. All the 

men have left except Crooks, Lennie and Candy and these three men spend most of 

the night together until interrupted later by the fourth lonely character, Curley’s 

Wife. Each character has been left alone because of race, age or mental differences.  

The first character to be seen alone is Crooks, “the Negro Stablebuck”. We find that 

Crooks is always alone in his room just off the Stable and is only with the other men 

when they want entertainment. Crooks is described as a “cripple” and therefore is 

more permanent that the other men. Also Crooks is coloured it means he is a victim 

of racial; both of these reasons contribute to the gap between the workers and 

himself. Crooks his left behind because he is totally different to the men in these 

ways and does not fit into their group. This difference is obvious as Crooks is not 

allowed to sleep in the bunkhouse and he is the butt of jokes and games unlike the 

other men who are treated with moderate respect.  

The next character we see alone and left behind is Lennie. Lennie is mentally slower 

than all the other men and relies on George for stability. Lennie cannot connect to 

the other men as they do not understand his problem and he doesn’t listen to them. 

Lennie is more interested in the “rabbits” than in the others around him.  

The final character involved in this character is Crooks. Crooks has been in the 

bunkhouse since the other men left and is still mourning the loss of his dog. Crooks is 

also a cripple as he is missing his hand and is also quite old compared to other 

characters. We see that he cannot do as much labour as the other men and does not 

work actively in the fields. He has a low status job e.g. Mops the floors, which means 

he does not know the pain of work like the other men do. Crooks connects with 

other workers but is too old to go out with them. 

On Saturday night the three men gather together accidentally and soon get into 

conversation. When the other hands leave to go to town, Lennie goes to the barn to 

pet the puppy which Slim has given him. The Puppy is still very young and Lennie has 

been warned not to take the Puppy out of the barn or stroke it too much.  

After seeing his puppy, Lennie notices the light on in Crooks' room, and goes in. At 

first Crooks is hostile as he unused to white people being in his room and wants to 

assert his rights and tells him he has “no business being there”, but is reassured that 

Lennie is harmless when he says he just wants to 'set'. Meanwhile, Candy is still in 



the bunkhouse, thinking and “figuring” about the farm he has got his hopes up on 

buying with George and Lennie. Shortly before, George and Lennie have shared with 

him their dream of buying a little farm. Candy has offered to add in his savings, which 

may make the purchase possible.  Excited by this prospect of a release from his 

boring existence, Candy is busy poring over some of the details of the new scheme.  

After some time, he comes into the barn looking for Lennie, and also ends up in 

Crooks’ room, the first time he has ever been there. Until Lennie and Candy arrived, 

Crooks had been having a very quiet time, rubbing liniment on his injured back. 

When Lennie arrives, Crooks speculates on why he and George travel around 

together. Then he taunts Lennie with the possibility that George may not return from 

town.  

At first Crooks makes fun of Lonnie’s wild plans for buying a farm, but after Candy 

arrives and confirms the details, he too becomes excited by the scheme and offers to 

join in. Later, Curley's wife comes into the room on the excuse of looking for her 

husband. The three men unite against her, but she insults them and threatens Crooks 

with threatening him with hanging. Later, after a Curley’s Wife has left George 

arrives back with the other men and all three characters seem saddened and 

reluctant to leave. Crooks and Candy especially don’t want to part as they feel as if 

they are accepted together in the group. Crooks puts up a strong face and acts if he 

isn’t bothered but we know that he is disappointed when Lennie and Candy have to 

leave.  

Each of the three men who are left behind is handicapped in some way. Curley’s wife 

comments that “... they left all the weak ones here.” Crooks, of course, is a physical 

cripple, but he is also black. It would not have been possible for him to mix with the 

other hands, even if he was physically fit. In this time “Negro’s” were often always 

persecuted and only used for entertainment, like Crooks. Candy is also physically 

handicapped, having lost his hand in an accident on the ranch. He is also an old man, 

and has already admitted to George and Lennie that he: isn’t got the poop no more, 

because of his age the other men leave him behind as he may put them off any 

activities they are doing. Lennie is the only one of the three who is not physically 

handicapped, but he is mentally backward. He has been left behind because he 

cannot be relied upon to behave appropriately in town as it is described by George 

that he “likes to touch nice things”.  


