
Is Money The Source Of Happiness? 

 

In the play many people suffer without money, and have a poor quality of life because of a lack of 

money. Take for example the Johnston children at the beginning of the play (pg3) and how the lack of 

money affects them. “Ey Mother, I’m starvin’ an’ there’s nothin’ in. There never bloody well is,” and 

“Mum, I can’t sleep, I’m hungry, I’m starvin’…” Mrs Johnston I also affected by the lack of money, as 

we can see from the hassle she gets from the milkman (pg3), “Next week, next week! Next week 

never arrives around here. I’d be a rich man if next week ever came.” This is in direct contrast with 

Mrs Lyons who has a lot of money, and thus has a high quality of life. “It’s such a lovely house it’s a 

pleasure to clean,” is what Mrs Johnston says about the house (pg4) and Mrs Lyons agreeing with the 

statement backs this up. This hints that money nearly guarantees a happy life in the play and that Mrs 

Lyons has too much money with Mrs Johnston not having enough. 

 

We do however get an implication in the play that money does not always guarantee happiness. This 

mainly comes from the children who although often hungry, do not appear to need money and hi-tech 

toys in order to have a happy life. The games (pg 33 – 35) imply that the lack of money does not stop 

the children from having a good time and enjoying themselves. We could argue though, that Edward 

does need money in order to have a good time, as shown by the way in which he reacts to the toy gun 

he is given by his father (pg29). Edward is ‘delighted’ and plays with the gun with Mr Lyons. This is in 

direct contrast with the poorer children who seem to make their own fun. Even the Lyons’ however, 

are not always happy even with all their money. Eddie has the same adolescent problems as Mickey 

regarding girls and ‘knowing what to say.’ The song (pg 65 – 66) emphasises this fact, as we see their 

problems. Eddie believes his nose is wrong; that he’s got halitosis and that he has ‘eyes that don’t 

match.,, This thinking will occur in most people at some stage in their life and not even money can fix 

it. Mrs Lyons also has problems regarding keeping Eddie away from the Johnston’s. We see that she is 

still paranoid about Eddie finding out (pg71 – 72) and that not even money can solve it, as Mrs 

Johnston doesn’t accept it, “Is it money you want?” and also, “I would (leave) but there’s no point. 

You’d just follow me again wouldn’t you.”  

 

Money is often portrayed as ‘godly’ in the play and many of the characters believe that if you have 

money everything will be all right i.e. it is the source of happiness. Mrs Johnston seems to think that 

once she gets her job she will be able to have a happy life (pg3), “Next week I’ll be earning, we’ll 

have loads of things to eat.” This however is not the case as we can from pg12 as Mrs Johnston, even 

after getting the job, is still having money problems, as many creditors take goods from the house. 

Mrs Johnston also seems to have the same idea about moving house and that everything will be all 

right once she moves, as we can see from the song (pg 51 + 52) and her statement, “We’ll be alright 

out here son.” The problems do not stop though, just because she has a new house. Mrs Lyons also 

believes that money solves everything. We can see this from her song (pg9) about how happy the child 

would be. She thinks things like ‘silver trays to take meals on’ and ‘a bike with both wheels on’ makes 

a child happy when really there is more to it than that. Through use of this evidence I can say that 

many of the characters believe money solves all their problems when often it only makes things more 

complicated. 

 

This wrong idea about money often ends up tempting people into doing things they know they 

shouldn’t do. Mrs Johnston buys things she knows she can’t afford because she is tempted by the 



allure of money (pg12), “But when you’re standing there it all looks so nice,” and even though she 

knows she shouldn’t buy the items she does anyway. Sammy also does things he shouldn’t do because 

of money. We see him trying to pose as a fourteen year old in order to cut a little bit of money off his 

bus fare (pg57), “I’m fourteen. I wanna fourpenny scholar.” He knows he is doing wrong but yet he 

still does it, in order to make a little bit of money. Although these two examples are important in 

emphasising the temptation money poses, the best example is Mickey who, desperate for money, 

helps Sammy to rob some money. Although both him and Sammy know the consequences, they do not 

consider them as they are blinded by the appeal of money, as is Mrs Johnston especially at the 

beginning of the play. 

 

Mrs Johnston however, changes immensely through the play, in her attitudes to money and wealth. In 

the beginning she is desperate for money doing anything for it. She even allows herself to be paid off 

by Mrs Lyons (pg18), “You sold your baby,” although once realising what she has done tries to give the 

money back. In the end though she takes the money leaving her child with Mrs Lyons. The change in 

Mrs Johnston in the play is highlighted during her meeting with Mrs Lyons on page 72. Mrs Johnston 

refuses to be bribed into leaving her home telling Mrs Lyons, “You bought me off once before...” Then 

even when Mrs Lyons mentions the amount of money available (thousands) Mrs Johnston replies telling 

her, “I’d spend it. I’d buy more junk and trash. I don’t want your money. I’ve made a life out here. 

It’s not much of a one maybe, but I’ve made it.” This is a very significant part in the play as we see 

how much Mrs Johnston has changed. She has realised that money does not guarantee happiness and 

that there will always be problems. 

 

Mickey also changes his attitudes in the play regarding money and wealth. During his school years he 

didn’t believe money was important at all, as shown during his conversation with the schoolteacher 

(pg61). The teacher tells him, “Yes, yes, you might think it’s boring now but you won’t be sayin’ that 

when you can’t get a job.” Mickey however doesn’t seem to care as he starts making fun of the 

teacher, “Or maybe y’ were thinkin’ I was lookin’ for a job in an African restaurant.” Mickey’s change 

in attitude is obvious from looking at his conversation with Eddie regarding money and jobs (pg85). He 

talks of how much he hated his job in the factory but goes on to explain, “I’d crawl back to that job 

for half the pay and double the hours. Just… just makin’ up boxes it was. But after being f**ked off 

from everywhere, it seems like paradise.” This shows quite clearly his desire to get his hands on 

money no matter how little and is indirect contrast with his attitudes earlier in the play. This change 

is emphasised further at the very end of the play (pg 100) when he finds out that Eddie and him were 

brothers, “ (to Mrs Johnston) You! Why didn’t you give me away! I could have been… I could have been 

him!” From this I can undoubtedly say that Mickey’s attitude to money changed dramatically over the 

play and in the end got obsessed by the idea that money was the source of all happiness.  

 

It is not just the main characters who are heavily involved in money be it good or bad, but also the 

less important characters such as Sammy who, as I have mentioned earlier tries to trick the bus driver 

into thinking he is fourteen in order to save a bit of money (pg 57). This shows that Sammy thinks of 

money as very important, important enough to risk going to jail or even killing someone, like what 

happens at the end of the play. Another example of Sammy’s attitude to money can be seen from his 

remark to Mickey about Linda (pg 87). When talking about money (£50) he says, “Just think where y’ 

could take Linda if you had cash like that”. He believes that money is the best thing you can have, 

regarding it as a way of solving all your problems. The milkman in the play also thinks of money as 

important as we can see his desire to get paid on a number of different occasions. At the beginning 

(pg3) he tells Mrs Johnston, “Listen love, I’m up to here with hard luck stories; you owe me three 



pounds, seventeen and fourpence”. He also talks about getting paid when the Johnston’s are leaving 

the area (pg 51), “AND now I might even get paid what is mine mate”. This yearning for money is 

obviously a big part of the milkman’s life and shows the emphasis he paces on having money. 

 

In the play there are a number of occasions in which people are treated differently depending on their 

status i.e. how much money they have and where they are placed in society. The policeman is 

especially prejudiced in dealing with the throwing stones incident (pg 42 – 43) in which Eddie, Mickey 

and Linda are all involved. The policeman tells Mrs Johnston it was a ‘serious crime’ and that ‘it’ll be 

the courts for you, or worse.’ However, he tells My Lyons it was ‘more of a prank’ and that at the 

most Edward should have his pocket money docked. This shows clearly a discrimination against the 

Johnston family and is due to the family’s status. The policeman also seems to think that Mickey and 

Linda are a bad influence on Eddie, “I’m not sure I’d let him mix with the likes of them in the future. 

Make sure he keeps with his own kind, Mr Lyons.” This is again discriminating and stereotyping against 

the poorer families, and shows the policeman believes the rich are better people than the poor. The 

policeman is not the only person in the play who treats people different depending on money, Mrs 

Lyons also believes the rich are better people (pg 32), “(to Edward) Because, because you’re not the 

same as him. You’re not, do you understand?” She obviously thinks of Edward as a better person than 

Mickey because Edward comes from a rich family and believes that Eddie shouldn’t mix with Mickey 

because he is better than him. In addition to this, some of the poor people believe the rich are 

completely different from them, and that they should be kept away from. Sammy is one of these 

people as he automatically calls Edward a ‘friggin’ poshy’ before even getting to know him (pg 27). 

Sammy obviously feels threatened by rich people and is callous towards them. 

 

In conclusion I believe that many of the characters in the play consider money to be the source of 

happiness and often do things, which they usually wouldn’t do in order to get it. These actions usually 

have consequences and the characters suffer the consequences of their actions in the play. We also 

have to think of Eddie and Mrs Lyons who even with all their money still end up unhappy. 


