
Look again at the extract beginning on pg 75. With reference to the way Russell 
presents their happiness in the extract, and elsewhere in the play, show how he 
suggests that their happiness is only temporary. 
 
In this scene where Mickey, Edward and Linda again meet a police officer Russell has 
used many different ways to show that the characters are enjoying themselves. The first 
is that he uses staging methods to show joy and happiness. In this scene Edward is up a 
lamp post, this is an obvious sign that the characters are having a good time. They are 
acting funny in front of each other and laughing together. The stage directions also 
show that the characters are laughing and have had a good time together.  
 
In this extract Russell also uses language to portray the happiness of the characters. 
Mickey, Edward and Linda joke with the police officer which mirrors the difference in 
their lives. When they were young Mickey, Edward and Linda also tried this but it failed. 
However, now that they characters are older and possible more daring they laugh at 
doing this and run away, excited. This part in particular shows the characters elation and 
ecstasy. 
 
Another part in the play when the characters are prominently joyful is during their 
younger years. When Mickey and Linda are playing in imaginary games with many other 
people they seem very happy. Russell shows this by having the characters interact and 
also by using music. In these games the characters interact together, in a non-violent or 
angry way. This leads us to think that they are happy playing together as they are all 
taking part and certainly enjoy doing it with other people. During this scene (pg35) there 
is also a prominent song which runs until the end of the game. It shows that the children 
are not taking the game very seriously and seem to enjoy every aspect of it. This song 
also mirrors the end of the play; whereas everything is good here, at the end the mood 
is very depressed and heartbreaking.  
 
Throughout the play Russell uses the movements of the characters to show us their 
mood. When Mickey is sad that Edward has moved away he walks slowly and seems 
depressed whereas when he is happy and playing with Linda and Edward his movement 
changes so that he is active and restless.  
 
However, he also uses these dramatic effects to give the sense that the happiness will 
only be temporary. He uses the role of the Narrator as a constant reminder of what the 
ending will reveal. Through the songs the Narrator sings, we are reminded that even in 
the happiest scenes, the joy will not last and it will be replaced by sorrow. This is evident 
on pg76. After the scene with Mickey, Edward and Linda enjoying themselves, the 
Narrator enters and it reminds us of the death which will occur at the end of the play. 
This happens throughout and tells us that the happiness does end and it is replaced with 
grieve.  
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